
  

 

April 5th, 2026 

Easter Day 

~ Prelude ~ 

Original Improvisation 
Paul Burkle  

 

Welcome                                                            The Rev. Linzi Stahlecker 
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♪ Hymn #207      “Jesus Christ is risen today”  Blue Hymnal  
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Presider: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Presider: Let us pray. 

All:         Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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♪ Hymn S278 “Gloria” Blue Hymnal 
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Collect of the Day 

Presider: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, 

who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised 

from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen.  
 

please be seated for the readings 
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Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah    
 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of 
Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Thus says the Lord: 

The people who survived the sword 
found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 
the Lord appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 
O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall take your tambourines, 
and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

Again you shall plant vineyards 
on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant, 
and shall enjoy the fruit. 

For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 
in the hill country of Ephraim: 

  “Come, let us go up to Zion, 

          to the Lord our God.” 

 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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 ♪ Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                   S410 
 
Chanted by all on a single note moving to the 
next note for the bolded word  

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now pro-claim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my sal-vation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my sal-vation. 

22 The same stone which the builders re-jected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

repeat the second half of the chant for the last verse 

24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
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 Colossians 3:1-4 
Reader: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians  
 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

 
(please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel) 

 

♪ Hymn #S70 “Great Alleluia”                                  Blue Hymnal 

The Great Alleluia is sung only at the Easter Vigil and on Easter Day. It 

is sung three times at successively a step higher, with the congregation 

repeating it each time after the Cantor.  

Matthew 28:1-10 

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to 

Matthew 

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 

was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook 

and became like dead men.  
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But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, 

as he said.  

Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 

'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left 

the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, 

took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not 

be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ.  

People Praise to You, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon                    The Rev. Linzi Stahlecker  
 

 

[We pause for a few moments’ reflection before affirming our faith.] 

 

 

 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows  

 

Presider:      Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with 

Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I 

call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew 

the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once 

renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in 

his holy Catholic Church.  
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Presider: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your 

commitment to Jesus Christ?  

People: I do. 

Presider: Do you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Presider: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 

Presider: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 

 fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Presider: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
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 you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Presider: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

 News of God in Christ? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Presider: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

 your neighbor as yourself? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Presider: Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

 people, and respect the dignity of every human 

 being? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

The Presider concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows  

 

May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 

Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life 

by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

The congregation is sprinkled with Baptismal water as a sign and reminder of their 
baptism. 

 

Prayers of the People   

 

Blessed are you, Creator God, by whose power our Savior Jesus Christ is 

risen from the dead.  

We rejoice and celebrate that he who was dead is alive, that he who was 

buried is risen. Death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory.  

Holy One, make us aware of the presence of the Risen Christ in our lives. 

Let the church proclaim the good news, “He is risen!” 

In the power of the risen One, let us lead people into the light. 
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Christ Jesus, risen in glory 

guide the whole world into fullness of life in you. 

 

Christ Jesus, as we rejoice this day, we remember your words to the 

disciples, “Peace be with you.” 

We pray for peace in our world, that may rise above all the would cause 

strife and conflict, that your victory over the powers of evil may be allowed 

to work in your world. We pray that the leaders of this world turn away 

from destruction and killing, and turn instead toward a just and lasting 

peace. 

 

Christ Jesus, risen in glory 

guide the whole world into fullness of life in you. 

 

Risen Savior, as you appeared to Mary in the garden, to the disciples in the 

Upper Room, to the travelers on the road to Emmaus, be known among us. 

Christ Jesus, we ask that you be known among us in the places where we 

live, and work, and journey; let us walk in your presence and peace. 

 

Christ Jesus, risen in glory 

guide the whole world into fullness of life in you. 

We remember before you all who walk in darkness and fear, all who are 

weighed down, all who are heavy-laden. 

We pray for all who have lost hope. We pray for those who are sick, and for 

those who care for them. We pray for all who are approaching death. 

 

We pray for those named in our Bidding Book... 

 
   [here prayers are added from the bidding book and  

             you are invited to add your own prayers silently or aloud] 
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Christ Jesus, risen in glory 

guide the whole world into fullness of life in you. 

 

We rejoice in the glory of our Risen Savior, and we pray today for our 

loved ones departed, that they, too, rejoice in the glory of your presence. 

 

Christ Jesus, risen in glory 

guide the whole world into fullness of life in you. 

 
Presider: 

Alleluia to our God, praise and thanksgiving for life and life eternal. 

Alleluia to our Savior Jesus Christ, conqueror of death and hell. 

Alleluia to Christ, the gateway to life everlasting. 

Creator God, Christ Jesus, and Holy Spirit, we praise you for your life-

giving and life-renewing powers, this glorious day and evermore. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People: And also with you.  
 

The congregation may greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 

Announcements  

Birthday & Anniversary Prayers  

Those wanting a special prayer for a birthday, anniversary, or any special concern, may come forward.  

Prayers can be found on the yellow card in your pew. 

 

The Offertory 
You are invited to make a thank offering. If you do not contribute financially today please 

give thanks for God’s blessing as the plate is passed. You can also contribute by scanning 

the QR Code or at our website www.stbenslososos.org 
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♪ Hymn #204 “Now the green blade riseth”                       Blue Hymnal                       

 

 

 

 

♪ Doxology:         [Hymn tune #400] 

 Praise God from Whom all blessings flow  

Praise God all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Praise God the Source of all our gifts 

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
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Holy Eucharist  Prayer D adapt. 

 

Presider:   God be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Presider:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly right to glorify you, Holy One, and to give you thanks; for you 
alone are God, 

living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
Fountain 

of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 
your blessing; 

you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.  

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; 

and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. 

Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 

acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
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 ♪ Sanctus                                                                             S128 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presider continues  

 

We acclaim you, holy God, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal 
your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the 
whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we 
might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy 
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and 
again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you 
taught us to hope for salvation. 
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 Holy God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent 
your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, Jesus lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he 
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose Jesus gave himself up to death; and, 
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
 

And that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ who died and 
rose for us, you sent the Holy Spirit, your own first gift for those who 
believe, to complete your work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the 
sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for Jesus to be glorified by you, his heavenly 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end; at supper with them Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said,  

“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
  is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
    Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Almighty God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
Recalling Christ’s death and descent among the dead, proclaiming Christ’s 
resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting Christ’s coming in 
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and 
this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

 

All: We praise you, we bless you, 

            we give thanks to you, 

            and we pray to you, Lord our God. 



18 

 

God our Creator, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy 

Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and 

showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and 

the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 

spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, 

Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood 

of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have 

found favor with you in ages past.  

We praise you in union with them and give you glory through Jesus Christ 

our Savior. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are 

yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever 

and ever. AMEN. 
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♪ The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                  S148 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
   

   

  The Presider breaks the Bread 
 

 

 



20 

 
♪ Fraction Anthem                                                                S 171 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Communion 

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 
 If God is calling you, you are welcome to receive communion when the Presider invites 

your section forward. 
 

♪ Communion Music 

Original Improvisation 

Paul Burkle 

♪ Choir Anthem         “Early Easter Morning”         Jennifer Kerr Bredlove 

 
Silence 

 

(please stand as you are able) 
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Prayer 
 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing  
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♪ Hymn 182     “Christ is alive! Let Christians sing”            Blue Hymnal 
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Dismissal 

♪  Postlude  

Original Improvisation 

Paul Burkle 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense #A706314 
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Ministers of the Service 

 

 Presider: Rev. Linzi Stahlecker 

 Preacher: Rev. Linzi Stahlecker 

 Altar Guild: Lisa Gonzalez 

 Eucharistic Minister: Maureen Titus 

 Chalice: Jane Wu 

 Lectors: Jane Wu, Roz Malone 

 Flowers: Sharon Porter, Elaine Beckham 

 Usher: Jim Malone 

 Usher: Ed Valentine 

 Music: Paul Burkle 

 Online Host:  

 Intercessor: Lisa Gonzalez 

 Tellers: Diana Hammerlund, Sandy Fisher 

 Technical: Hannah-Jaye Matthews 

 Coffee Hour Host: Potluck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25 

 

This Week at St. Ben’s 

 

 Monday Apr 6 

  8:30 a Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

 Tuesday Apr 7 

  8:30 a Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

  9:45 a Prayers for the Morning (Zoom) 

  10:30 a Spiritual Conversation (Zoom) 

 Wednesday Apr 8 

  8:30 a Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

  10:30a Joan Hayes Memorial 

 Thursday Apr 9 

  8:30 a Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

  6:00 p Choir Practice 

 Friday Apr 10 

  8:30 a Morning Prayer (Zoom) 
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Easter Flowers have been given by 
 

Don & Liz Maruska: In memory of Roddy, Caroline & Debbie 

Reid. John, Evelyn & John Jr. Maruska 

Bryson McKelvey: In loving memory Camea Sauvinet   

                       Woodruff & Annemarie Kretz-   

                        Harrington 

 

Kristen & Bob Pelfrey: In memory of Mary Ann Hall 

 

Maureen Titus: in memory of Wil & Roberta Tufford,   

                Joan Hayes 

 

Alice Welchert: in memory of Shawn Roope, Stan Welchert 

 

Kathie West: in memory of Harry & Dorothy Richards 
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Easter Flowers have been given by 

 

Jeff Davis 

 

Caro Hall & Jill Denton: Thanksgiving for our 30th  

        anniversary  

 

Lisa Gonzalez: Honoring the Gonzalez and Sibley families 

 

Keith & Christa Matthews: Thanksgiving for St. Benedict’s 

           Church Family 

 

Barbara Miller: in memory of Woody Miller & Thanksgiving 

         for the people of St. Benedict’s 

 

Cynthia Mosely: In memory of Robert & Betty Mosely  

 

Marianne Higdon: in thanksgiving for her grandchildren 

 

David & Sarah Chesebro: in memory of Mark Harris &  

Joan Hayes 

Steve & Christine Featherstone in thanksgiving for  

             good health 
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Land Acknowledgment 

We acknowledge with gratitude the yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini (ytt) / the Northern 

Chumash People, and the Salinan Tribe / the T‘epot’aha’l, “People of the Oaks,” 

on whose ancestral homelands we gather, and whose vibrant culture continues 

today. May we always remember that the Earth does not belong to us, that we 

belong to the Earth, and that we are all relatives in life. Help us to be 

instruments of justice and peace for all people in today's world. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

St. Benedict's is an inclusive Christian community that celebrates the divine in  

all beings, and inspires spiritual growth through joyful sacramental worship, 
loving service, creative expression, thoughtful inquiry, and commitment to social 

justice. 

 

 Our Inclusivity Statement 

The people of St Benedict's are called to share God’s love as we minister with 
and to all persons in Los Osos and beyond, providing worship, nurture, 
fellowship, and service.  

Our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, economic condition, or 
physical or mental ability.  

We embrace and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s 
creation. We cooperate in ministry with other local churches and groups of 
God’s people as we participate in the worldwide mission of Christ. 

 

 
St. Benedict’s Episcopal Church 

PO Box 6877  

2220 Snowy Egret Lane 

Los Osos, CA 93402 

805-528-0654 

office@stbenslososos.org 

www.stbenslososos.org 


