
  

 

 
 

 

April 26th, 2026 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
~ Prelude ~ 

Original Improvisation 
Paul Burkle  

 

 

Welcome                                                           The Rev. Linzi Stahlecker 
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♪ Hymn #48      “O day of radiant gladness!”                    Blue Hymnal  
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Presider: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Presider: Let us pray. 

All:         Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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♪ Hymn S277 “Gloria” Blue Hymnal 
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Collect of the Day 

Presider: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: 

Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by 

name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives 

and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

please be seated for the readings 

 

Acts 2:42-47 

Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles     
 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 

done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things 

in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute 

the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 

with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of 

all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those 

who were being saved. 

 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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♪ Psalm 23                     S411 
 
Chanted by all on a single note moving to the 
next note for the bolded word  

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble 
me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
Reader: A Reading from the First Letter of Peter  
 

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while 
suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, 
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for 
it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
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When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live 
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were 
going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
(please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel) 

♪ Hymn #708          “Savior, like a shepherd lead us”          Blue Hymnal 
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John 10:1-10 

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to Luke 

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 

not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 

will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ.  

People Praise to You, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon                    The Rev. Linzi Stahlecker   
 

Silence 
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Affirmation of Faith  The Nicene Creed 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

All: We trust in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen.    

 We trust in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, 

   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation 

     he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

     and became truly human.  

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

     On the third day he rose again 

       in accordance with the Scriptures; 

      he ascended into heaven 

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

     and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We trust in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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   Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the Prophets. 

   We trust in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People   

 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the church, for its teaching and its 

fellowship, for the breaking of the bread and for prayer. 

We pray that we may always come before you with reverence and awe . 

We give you thanks for faithful stewardship, for all who care and share. 

May your church use its possession rightly, to the relief of those who are in 

need, and to your praise and glory. 

Give us, we pray, glad and generous hearts. 

 

Good Shepherd, 

guide us and lead us. 

 

We pray for all who walk in the darkness and in the valley of the shadow of 

death. 

We remember all who are caught up in strife and warfare, all who are being 

crushed by poverty, all who suffer as a result of the decadence and evil of a 

few. We pray that we may find ways that lead to a just, lasting peace, and to 

joy and fullness of life for all. 

 

Good Shepherd, 

guide us and lead us. 
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As you have opened for us the gate of everlasting life, help us live life to 

the full. 

May we help others to extend their lives and their vision. Bless our homes 

and our loved ones with fullness of life in you. Make us useful members of 

the communities to which we belong. 

 

Good Shepherd, 

guide us and lead us. 

 

We remember before you all whose lives are limited or restricted. We pray 

for those who are living with disabilities in a world designed for those who 

are able-bodied. 

We pray for all whose lives are impacted by the assumptions, the neglect, 

and the cruelty of others. 

We pray for those named in our bidding book: 

 
   [here prayers are added from the bidding book and  

             you are invited to add your own prayers silently or aloud] 

Good Shepherd, 

guide us and lead us. 

 

Creator God, you open the gate of glory that we may see the joy before us. 

We give thanks for all who have triumphed over their limitations and now 

life in all its fullness with you. 

Good Shepherd, 

guide us and lead us. 
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Presider: 

Glory to you, O God! 

You have triumphed over the powers and brought us to share in the 

inheritance of your saints. 

Raise us up to newness of life, that we may live to serve you, risen Christ, 

who with the Father and life-giving Spirit are one God, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People: And also with you.  
 

The congregation may greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 

Announcements  

 

Birthday & Anniversary Prayers  

Those wanting a special prayer for a birthday, anniversary, or any special concern, may come forward. 

Prayers can be found on the yellow card in your pew. 

 

The Offertory 
You are invited to make a thank offering. If you do not contribute financially today please 

give thanks for God’s blessing as the plate is passed. You can also contribute by scanning 

the QR Code or at our website www.stbenslososos.org 
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 ♪ Hymn #655             “O Jesus, I have promised”        Blue Hymnal 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

♪ Doxology:         [Hymn tune #400] 

 Praise God from Whom all blessings flow  

Praise God all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Praise God the Source of all our gifts 

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
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Holy Eucharist  Prayer D adapt. 

It is truly right to glorify you, Holy One, and to give you thanks; for you 

alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before 

time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 

things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the 

splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to 

serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they 

offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 

creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
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♪ Sanctus                                                                               S125 
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The Presider continues  
 

We acclaim you, holy God, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal 
your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole 
world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule 
and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, 
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to 
our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to 
hope for salvation. 

Holy God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent 
your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, Jesus lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he 
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose Jesus gave himself up to death; and, 
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ who died and 
rose for us, you sent the Holy Spirit, your own first gift for those who 
believe, to complete your work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the 
sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for Jesus to be glorified by you, his heavenly 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end; at supper with them Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said,  
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
  is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Almighty God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
Recalling Christ’s death and descent among the dead, proclaiming Christ’s 
resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting Christ’s coming in 
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and 
this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 

All: We praise you, we bless you, 

            we give thanks to you, 

            and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 

God our Creator, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit 
may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing 
them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 
spirit, living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed 
by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it 
in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have 
found favor with you in ages past.  

We praise you in union with them and give you glory through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are 
yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever 
and ever. AMEN. 
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♪ The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                       S148 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
   

   

  The Presider breaks the Bread 
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♪ Fraction Anthem                                                        EOM2 147 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Communion 

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 
 If God is calling you, you are welcome to receive communion when the Presider 

invites your section forward. 
 

♪ Communion Music 

Original Improvisation 

Paul Burkle 
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♪ Hymn #771               “O God of gentle strength”                           WLP 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence 
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(please stand as you are able) 

Prayer 
 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing  
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♪ Hymn #544     “Jesus shall reign where'er the sun” vs. 1-3 only     Blue Hymnal 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

Presider:    Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

♪  Postlude  

Original Improvisation 

Paul Burkle 

 

 

Music reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense #A706314 
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Ministers of the Service 

 

 Presider: Rev. Linzi Stahlecker 

 Preacher: Rev. Linzi Stahlecker 

 Altar Guild: Sarah Chesebro 

 Eucharistic Minister: Alan Kiste 

 Chalice: Brian Spolarich 

 Lectors: Brian Spolarich, Michael Lucas 

 Flowers: Elaine Beckham 

 Usher: Brian Spolarich 

 Usher: Michael Lucas 

 Music: Paul Burkle 

 Intercessor: Sandy Fisher 

 Tellers: Alice Welchert,  

  Diana Hammerlund 

 Technical: Hannah-Jaye Matthews 

 Coffee Hour Host: Christine Featherstone, 

  Connie Weldon 
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Land Acknowledgment 

We acknowledge with gratitude the yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini (ytt) / the Northern 

Chumash People, and the Salinan Tribe / the T‘epot’aha’l, “People of the Oaks,” 

on whose ancestral homelands we gather, and whose vibrant culture continues 

today. May we always remember that the Earth does not belong to us, that we 

belong to the Earth, and that we are all relatives in life. Help us to be 

instruments of justice and peace for all people in today's world. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

St. Benedict's is an inclusive Christian community that celebrates the divine in  

all beings, and inspires spiritual growth through joyful sacramental worship, 
loving service, creative expression, thoughtful inquiry, and commitment to social 

justice. 

 

 Our Inclusivity Statement 

The people of St Benedict's are called to share God’s love as we minister with 
and to all persons in Los Osos and beyond, providing worship, nurture, 
fellowship, and service.  

Our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, economic condition, or 
physical or mental ability.  

We embrace and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s 
creation. We cooperate in ministry with other local churches and groups of 
God’s people as we participate in the worldwide mission of Christ. 

 

 
St. Benedict’s Episcopal Church 

PO Box 6877  

2220 Snowy Egret Lane 

Los Osos, CA 93402 

805-528-0654 

office@stbenslososos.org 

www.stbenslososos.org 


