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What is our Christian vocation within Creation?

How we see God shapes our Actions

Opening Prayer:

God the source and destiny of the Cosmos

Author of creation:
In wisdom you brought forth all that is,
to participate in your divine being,

and to change, adapt, and grow in freedom.
You make holy the matter and energy of the universe

that it may delight you and give you praise.

We thank you for gathering all creation into your heart
by the energy of your Spirit

and bringing it through death to resurrection glory;
through the One in whom all things have their being,

Jesus Christ, your Wisdom and your Word. Amen.

Bible Study: (10 - 15 min.)

Genesis 1:1-4, 27

In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light form
the darkness. ... So God created humankind in his im-
age, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.

John 1:1-4, 14

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of the people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ...
And the Word became flesh and lived among us...”

Two people read aloud each text, pausing between for silent reflection.




Group discussion:
Notice parallels between the opening of the Gospel of John and the opening of Genesis:
Both open with the phrase: “In the beginning....”
o Genesis: Creation is by God’s act of speaking, “Let there be light.”
o Creation is in the “image of God.” “So God created humankind in his image...”
o John: Creation is through the “Word.” “What has come into being in him (the Word) was life, ...
o Themes of Light and darkness:

o  Genesis: “the light was good;”

[ohn: “The life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.”

These parallels are a clue to the reader of John's Gospel that in telling his story of Christ, John in-
tends to begin at the real beginning. Creation is implicated all through his Gospel. This is a story about
the creation of all things.

Video Presentation: (15 min. with - 20-30 minutes of discussion)
https://youtu.be/Z49rL h QAGWA

The Creation Story in the Gospel of John
Questions: (5-8 min.)

If God can be incarnate in the world, does that make a difference in your perspective of yourself, oth-
ers, and the natural world?

Do you feel “at home” in the world? Is that a feeling that belief in Jesus’ incarnation gives us?

The shortcomings of a human focused lens on the world
Questions: (5-8 min.)

John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world...” Have you understood that primarily about people, or of all crea-
tion?

What does God’s salvation mean for you? s it about personal redemption or do you see salvation as
part of God’s salvation for all creation?

Three areas for reform of Christian Theology and Spirituality
What we say of God: God is all present.
What we say of Ourselves: We can experience God in all things.

What we say of Christ: Seeing the Universal Christ


https://youtu.be/Z49rLhQAGwA

Watch, “The Universal Christ” by Richard Rohr
heeps:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcoN2K5alkU

Questions: (5-8 min.)

Can you recall an experience or discovery of God awaiting you within yourself, within oth-
ers, within creatures of nature, in the natural world?

Have you ever viewed photographs, paintings, or scenes from a film that moved you to see
God in all things?

Christian Action for Creation Care
Questions: (5-8 min.)

Thomas Berry says, “The Great Work before us...is not arole that we have chosen. It is a role given to us, beyond
any consultation with ourselves. We were chosen by some power beyond ourselves for this historical task.”

[The Great Work, Bell Tower, 1999, p. 1]

Do you agree with this? Do you believe God has bestowed on us the ability to
fulfill this role?

Closing Prayer:
Called to be God’s partners in the care of the planet

Bountiful God, you call us to labor with you in tending the earth:
Where we lack love, open our hearts to the world,;
where we waste, give us discipline to conserve;
where we neglect, awaken our minds and wills to insight and care.
May we with all your creatures honor and serve you in all things,
for you live and reign with Christ, Redeemer of all,

and with your Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcoN2K5aIkU
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